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Physicians who treat patients with vascular disease must be
knowledgeable about all aspects of aortic pathology, including
disorders that affect the thoracic, visceral, and infrarenal segments.
Diseases of the aorta represents an expansive anthology that covers
numerous topics on the human aorta, with a heavy emphasis on the
thoracic segment. In this second edition, the editors have added 16
new chapters that cover topics such as congenital diseases, thora-
coabdominal aneurysms, abdominal aortic aneurysm repair, and
endografts.
The book is published in paperback, which is a welcome
format to reduce the cost of a text that focuses on a highly
specialized area of medicine. The black and white figures are
informative and have been reproduced very well. References are
current and relevant. The overall layout of the text is good, but
there are occasional publishing errors such as the misplaced pages
in chapters 22 and 23. Most of the authors are internationally
recognized authorities and represent a number of countries on
several continents. As with most multiauthored texts, the writing
style is inconsistent between chapters, and there are occasional
idiomatic problems that do not translate well into the English
language. Some chapters are presented in outline format, while
others have an informal narrative style. However, considering the
substantial amount of information presented in each chapter, these
problems are relatively minor.
As noted previously, there is a heavy emphasis on the thoracic
aorta in this text. Of the 53 chapters, 36 deal exclusively with topics
related to the thoracic aorta, 5 deal exclusively with abdominal
segments, and 12 are generic or have overlap between the thoracic
and abdominal aorta. Most vascular surgeons will be interested in
at least 11 of the 36 chapters on the thoracic aorta, including such
areas as thoracoabdominal aneurysms, complications of aortic dis-
section, endograft repair of thoracic aneurysms, and spinal cord
protection. On the other hand, chapters dealing with repair of the
aortic root and correction of aortic arch anomalies will be more
appropriate for cardiothoracic surgeons who perform operations in
these locations.
On balance, this is a good book that will serve as an excellent
reference source for physicians who seek to learn about disorders of
the proximal aorta. More comprehensive treatment of the infrare-
nal aorta can be found elsewhere. The heavy emphasis on the
thoracic aorta should not be viewed as a detriment; rather, it is the
main strength of this book. The respective chapters are written by
world authorities who perform complex operations on the thoracic
aorta on a daily basis. As such, the text will serve as an excellent
resource for vascular surgeons who perform these operations on a
more occasional basis. The comprehensive nature of this text also
makes it an excellent resource for vascular fellows and practicing
surgeons seeking to learn about the pathosis and treatment of
lesions in the thoracic and thoracoabdominal segments.
R. James Valentine, MD
UT Southwestern Medical Center
Dallas, Tex
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This is the second edition of a text designed to help the
clinician treat patients with a variety of clinical vascular problems. It
is clinically oriented and provides treatment options in an algorith-
mic fashion. In the words of the editor, for each major vascular
condition, the pathophysiology, clinical presentation, associated
conditions, contemporary diagnostic testing, and therapeutic strat-
egies are discussed. Because of the special complexities of patients
with vascular diseases, one chapter is devoted to preoperative risk
assessment, decision analysis, and medical management. The book
contains 13 chapters, with most of the major vascular conditions
presented; topics include Kawasaki’s disease and neoplastic and
non-neoplastic vascular tumors, aneurysm, aortic dissection, renal
artery disease, mesenteric vascular disease, cerebrovascular disease,
Raynaud’s, deep vein thrombosis and pulmonary embolus, chronic
venous insufficiency, and lymphatic disease. The authors of each of
the chapters are recognized experts on the topics presented in their
chapter.
The book is beautifully illustrated with excellent drawings,
clearly reproduced angiograms, clear photographs of extremities,
and operative photos, as well as nicely reproduced noninvasive
laboratory test results. Where appropriate, the authors have in-
cluded photomicrographs of pathologic conditions such as capil-
lary hemangiomas and glomus tumors.
This book will be a welcome addition to most personal librar-
ies. It will prove to be a clinically useful tool for the practitioner,
houseofficers, and students and is also an excellent teaching tool.
Each of the chapters has clear and cleanly drawn figures and tables.
The narrative portion of the chapters is short and concise.
James O. Menzoı´an, MD, FACS
Boston Medical Center
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